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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, TU, GR 

SUBJECT: AEGEAN AIR SPACE TALKS; TURKISH REACTION 

1 . TURKISH EMBASSY COUNSELOR PELIT BRIEFED DEPARTMENT 
(EUR/SE) OFFICER NOVEMBER 30 ON TURKISH REACTION TO PARIS 
TALKS ON AEGEAN AIR SPACE. OTHER THAN DECISION REOPEN 
ESKISEHIR-LARISSA TELEPHONE LINK BETWEEN TACTICAL AIR 
FORCE COMMANDERS, TURK EMBOFF SAID THAT GOT HAD BEEN DIS- 
APPOINTED WITH RESULTS. HE NOTED DEADLOCK EXISTED ON 
SEVERAL KEY ISSUES. PELIT SAID TURKEY WAS STILL INTERESTED 
IN DIRECT NEGOTIATION WITH GREECE ON FLIGHT INFORMATION RE- 
GION (FIR) PROBLEM, BUT NO DATE OR PLACE HAD BEEN AGREED 
FOR NEXT SESSION. ALTHOUGH MATTER MIGHT BE CONSIDERED AT 
BITSIOS-CAGLAYANGIL MEETING IN BRUSSELS NEXT WEEK. 
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2. PELIT DESCRIBED FOLLOWING AS OUTSTANDING ISSUES AT END 
OF PARIS ROUND. 

A. LOCATION OF SENSITIVE ZONE WITHIN WHICH INFORMA- 
TION ON MILITARY FLIGHTS (IN EXCESS OF SOME MINIMUM SPEC- 
IFIED NUMBER) WOULD BE EXCHANGED. GREECE HAD BEEN RIGID IN 
ITS POSITION THAT EASTERN BOUNDARY OF ZONE SHOULD BE 24 
MILES EAST OF GREEK ISLANDS OFF TURKISH COAST AND THAT 
WESTERN BOUNDARY SHOULD BE 36 MILES EAST OF TURKISH COAST. 
PELIT POINTED OUT THAT CONSIDERABLE AREA OF TURKISH MAIN 

LAND WOULD THUS BE INCLUDED WITHIN ZONE AND SAID THAT 
TURKEY INSISTS THAT EQUAL TERRITORY FROM EACH SIDE BE EN- 
COMPASSED WITHIN SENSITIVE ZONE. HE ALSO SAID SOME 
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT SHOULD BE MADE, PARTICULARLY IN LESBOS 
AREA, TO TAKE ACCOUNT OF LOCAL AIR OPERATIONS FROM TURKISH 
AFBS NEAR COAST. 

B. SINCE TURKISH RADAR UNABLE DISTINGUISH BETWEEN 
CIVIL AND MILITARY AIRCRAFT, TURKS FEEL THAT CIVIL AIR 
CRAFT ACTIVITY WITHIN SENSITIVE ZONE SHOULD ALSO BE SUBJECT 
TO INFORMATION EXCHANGE, PARTICULARLY IN LESBOS RHODES 
AREAS. GREEKS REJECTED THIS POSITION. 

C. AT LAST MINUTE GREEK NEGOTIATOR IN PARIS WAS 
ADAMANT THAT CLAUSE RESERVING EXISTING FIR RIGHTS SHOULD 
FORM INTEGRAL PART OF ANY GREEK-TURKISH AIR SPACE AGREE- 
MENT DESPITE EARLIER INDICATION FROM GREEKS THAT A UNI- 
LATERAL DECLARATION OR STATEMENT RESERVING RIGHTS WOULD 
BE ADEQUATE MEANS TO SET FORTH THEIR POSITION. LATTER 
WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE TO TURKEY. FOLLOWING IS GREEK LANGU- 
AGE FOR CLAUSE AS PROVIDED BY PELIT: 

QUOTE ANY CLAUSE OF PRESENT SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT CAN 
IN NO WAY BE INTERPRETED AS GIVING TO GREECE AND 
TURKEY THE RIGHT OF EXERCIZING AIR POLICING WITHIN 
THE AREA OF THE OTHER FIR 

-OR TO ANY AIRCRAFT TO CROSS THE EXISTING FIR 
BOUNDARIES WITHOUT COMPLYING WITH THE RELEVANT ICAO 
PROVISIONS 
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-OR AS SUBSTITUTING THE GREEK OR TURKISH SERVICES 
WHATSOEVER HAVING THE EXCLUSIVE RESPONSIBILITY OF 
CONTROL IN THEIR RESPECTIVE FIR AREA IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE ICAO RULES AND PROCEDURES IN FORCE. UNQUOTE 

3. DEPT OFFICER THANKED PELIT FOR BRIEFING, REITERATED 
CONTINUED US BELIEF THAT AEGEAN ISSUES SHOULD BE RESOLVED 
THROUGH PROCESS OF DIRECT NEGOTIATION BETWEEN GREECE AND 
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TURKEY, AND EXPRESSED HOPE THAT AIR SPACE DISCUSSIONS 
COULD RESUME AT EARLY DATE. ROBINSON 
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